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2 Cor. ii. 17. 

For we are not as many, who corrupt the 
word of God : but as of ſincerity, but as 
of God, in the fight of God ſpeak we in 

_ Chrift, 


I AM to diſcourſe from this text on the 
ſincerity, the authority, the conſcientious 
awe, and the direct reference to Chriſt, 
„ the author and finiſher of our faith,” 
with which all the faithful miniſtry of 
the goſpel ought to be diſcharged. 

I am not to conſider the character of 


thoſe © who corrupt the word of God,” 


which is ſtated by the apoſtle in contraſt 
with his deſcription of fidelity ; although 


I may ſometimes take an illuſtration from 


K | the 


222**f — 
. 2 9 
——— 2 — — 4 * 
n 


- # 0. * : - 
* . + . . a 4 a 
Eye 2 — ” ed P 5 6 1 K = 1 . _ „ 
. A ] . . worry. 
- * ms "+ — * 0 — 1 
1 . " 1 ; Pad * 5 4 he : 
. — - -- * - 


4. . 
„25 


wh — 4 oo mngrs emo 


—— * II — * 
* » 


« «} 
—— ti —ä 
«ih gies» 


p * Gs * — * 
&. Zn 2 „ eto gs . * 
* 3 . © Lu 


5 
the facts which their character ſuggeſts to 
us. — The tubje& to which I confine my- 
ſelf, ſhall perhaps aſſiſt us to enter into 


the ipirit of the ſolemn ordinance for the 
ſake of which we are aſſembled. 


Conſider, 

I. The ſincerity which is inſeparable 
from the faithtul miniſtry of the goſpel, 
It relates to two points intimately con- 
nected.; the ſincerity of a man's perſonal 
belief, and the purity of his intentions 
with regard to thoſe among whom he la- 
bours. * Burt as of ſincerity ſpeak we in 
„ Chriſt,” 

The loweſt demand which can be made 
on the integrity of any man, 1s, that he 
ſhould be fully perſuaded of that of which 
he endeavours to perſuade other men. He 
forfcits every claim to truth and honour, 
Who, in the molt common affairs of this 
life, ſets himſelf in earneſt to convince 
his neighbour of what he himſelf really 
diſbelieves. And he who comes forward 
to the world aſſerting facts or doctrines 
. as truths, to which he profeſſes to pledge 
| either 


($73 


either himſelf or thoſe who liſten to him, 


loſes every title to conſideration and re- 
ſpe, from the moment that the ſincerity 


of his own belief is queſtioned or difpro- 
ved, 


If this 1s admitted to be true in com- 
mon life, we muſt have a ſtrong perſua- 
ſion of the importance of perſonal belief 
in the miniſtry of the goſpel. The ob- 
Jes of our paſtoral labours are not only 
the preſent, but the erernal intereſts of 
men. We profeſs to perſuade them, that, 


as fallen and corrupt creatures, they muſt 


periſh, if they ſhall not “ flee from the 


« wrath to come;” that their ſalvation de- 
pends on the influence of the doctrine pro- 
mulgated by Him, who came into the world 
& to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt;“ 
that they muſt adopt determinate rules of 
living and acting, which are not only to 
govern their whole conduct in this world, 
but are to extend their conſ-quences to 


their condition as immortal beings in the 


world to come. We profeſs to urge our 
admonitions by every conſideration ari- 
ſing from the terrors or from the mercies 
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of Heaven, — from the intereſts of men in 
this life, or in the inviſible world; and 
by every argument calculared to gain the 
judgment or to reach the hearts of hu- 
man creatures, ; 

If this account of our office is juſt, the 
ſincerity of our private belief lies at the 
foundation of our perſonal characters, as 
well as of our paſtoral fidelity. If a man 
really diſbelieves the doctrines which he 
urges other men to receive, whatever his 
influence or his talents are, he is the moſt 
unworthy among the worthleſs. If he 
but leaves his ſincerity doubtful, he for- 
feits every claim to their eſtœem. Like 
thoſe to whom the apoſtle alludes, he 
may corrupt the word of God,” to re- 
concile it to ſomething which he 1magines 
he believes, or to adapt it to ſome end 
remote from the deſign of his miniſtry; 
or, without going farther, he may ceaſe 
to urge the doctrines which he privately 
rejects. But be loſes his own confidence, | 
though he ſhould preſerve the eſteem of 
other men ; and he ſacrifices his integrity 
to the paſſions of the world. It is impoſ- 

| RS 
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| fible that we ſhould preſerve any degree of 
purity of mind, or diſcharge the miniſtry 
of the goſpel with any fidelity, without ſuch 
a firm, deliberate, habitual perſuaſion of 
the truth and importance of the Chriſtian 
doctrines which we are employed to pro- 
mulgate, as {ſhall enable us to ſay with the 
apoſtle, before God and men, © We alſo 


« believe, and therefore ſpeak.” 1 

When a man comes into the paſtoral 1 | 

| office in almoſt any Chriſtian church, he 1 
. gives the moſt public and explicit aſſu- 


rances of the ſubſtance, as well as of the 
ſincerity of his belief, for the ſatisfaction 
of thoſe who live under the Chriſtian mi- — 
niſtry, or who are immediately intereſted 
in his fidehty. He gives theſe aſſurances 
with ſuch ſolemnity, that no liberal man 
will eaſily believe of any individual, that 
he wants the ſincerity of which they are 14 
the pledge. He who could be falſe in 5 
ſuch a caſe, or who could forfeit ſuch a Ft 
pledge while he profeſſed to abide by it, 11 
would not be falſe only for a day, or on- 
ly falſe in a ſingle inſtance: He would 
have good reaſon to {ſet himſelf down as 
falſe 
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falſe for life; as falſe in that in which he 
profeſſes to be moſt in earneſt; as falſe to 
thoſe to whom he is moſt intimately 
bound; as falſe to God, before whom the 
pledge is given; and therefore, as falſe 
| in every thing. He would act as if he 
| had deliberately reſolved to take his por- 
| tion through life and death with © the 
| « hypocrites and the unbelievers.” 
| 

| 


On the other hand, he who comes for- 
ward with a full perſuaſion, © to teſtify 
« the goſpel of the grace of God,” hath 
| ſome reaſon to rely on the ſatisfaction 
| prepared for him in the exerciſe of his mi- 
niſtry. He hath good ground to hope, that 
he ſhall not be an unfaithful “ ſteward 
of the myſteries of God,” nor inten- 
tionally unfaithful in any thing : And he 
brings with him, beſides, a pledge from 
him whoſe Spirit “ fulfilleth in us the 
« work of faith with power,” © that his 
« labour in the Lord ſhall not be in 
„ Vain.“ 

But the ſincerity of the Chriſtian mi- 
niſtry relates alſo to the purity of our 

intentions 
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intentions with regard to thoſe among 
whom we labour. 

In making this remark, I refer to the 
ſolicitude which an upright man feels for 
the beſt intereſts of thoſe for whole ad- 
vantage his miniſtry is deſigned; and to 
the earneſtneſs with which he exerts him- 
ſelf, to make borh his labours and his 
manner of life ſubſervient to his influ- 
ence in promoting their ſpiritual edifica- 
tion, and their eternal ſalvation ;-—their 
ſatisfactions in this world, and their reli- 
ance on the hope of the goſpel. The ſin- 
cerity of his perſonal belief affords a 
ſtrong preſumption, that his uſefulneſs 
among them ſhall become the object of 
his life, and that he ſhall not permit the ar- 
dour of his mind to be perverted by the in- 
tereſts or by the paſſions of the world. But 


it is of the utmoſt importance to them, that 


the purity of his intentions ſhould be im— 
preſſively attached both to his public la- 
bours and to his private conduct. There 
ought not among them to remain a doubt 
of the ſolicitude with which he exerts his 
talents for their advantage, or of the 

habitual 
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habitual earneſtneſs of his mind to ren- 
der himſelf in every thing ſubſervient to 
their beſt intereſts; nor a doubt, whe- 
ther he prefers his perſonal eaſe, his pri- 
vate advantage, or his reputation with men 
of any claſs, to his public uſefulneſs, or 
to his paſtoral fidelity; nor, above all, a 
doubt of the © ſimplicity and godly ſin- 
« cerity” with which he labours © to 
e keep himſelf unſpotted from the world,” 
nd © to hold forth the word of life“ in 
his perſonal conduct, as “ an example to 
4 the believers, in word, in converſation, 
ce in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, and in 
« purity.” © Take heed,” ſaith the apoſ- 
tle to Timothy, © to thyſelf, as well as to 
© thy doctrine; continue in them; for 
« in doing this, thou ſhalt both fave 
« thyſelf, and them who hear thee.” 
There is no doubt much imperfection 
adhering to the belt of us; much imper— 
fection attached to our firmeſt perſuaſion, 
and to our pureſt intentions; as there 
muſt be infirmities and defects in every 


thing which belongs to human creatures. 


« The treaſure of the goſpel is in earth- 
. cc en 
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* en veſſels, that the excellency of the 
% power may appear to be of God.“ But 
the ſincerity of the Chriſtian miniſtry is, 
under God, of ſo much importance to its 
influence in the world, and to the fide- 
lity of thoſe who exerciſe it, that, with 
all his ſenſe of his perſonal infirmities, a 
good man is bound to queſtion himſelf 
fairly, and to queſtion himſelf ſo often as 
to be habitually conſcious of the ſtate of 
his mind, with regard to a ſubject which 
ſo nearly concerns him. Do I feel, he 
ought to ſay to himſelf, that in the exer- 
ciſe of my miniſtry, I have indeed a ſet- 
tled perſuaſion of the truth of the Goſpel 


to animate my labours; a full conviction 


of its infinite importance to myſelf, and 
to thoſe who hear me; an habitual ſolici- 
tude to be an inſtrument of promoting 
their converſion, their ſanctification, and 
their ſalvation in the day of the Lord; 
more ſolicitude to be a uſeful and a faith- 
ful miniſter among them, than to pleaſe 
their humours, or to gratify their taſte; 
a far more habitual concern for their pro- 


greſs and my own in the life of God, 
* than 
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than for all the eſteem or advantage which 


1 can either gain or loſe on earth? Am ! 


at leaſt in earneſt that my miniſtry ſhall 
be fulfilled under theſe impreſſions, © ac- 
© cording to the grace which is given 
e me;” in earneſt, though I am ſenſible 


that my endeavours bear no proportion 


to their object, that theſe impreſſions {hall 


be riveted on my mind throughout all 


my labours ? 

Theſe queſtions go deep into the heart; 
and it will not be uſeleſs to the beſt of 
us to return to them often, and to ad- 
dreſs them earneſtly to ourſelves. Our 
ſucceſs may not be equal to our pureſt 
Intentions: Both our talents and our 
ſtrength may fail: and it may be left to 
other men, who “ ſhall ſupply that which 
% has been wanting in our labours,” ei- 
ther to perſuade or to gather the people. 
But godly ſincerity ſhall not be loſt. That 
which hath been done in faith, and done 
in earneſt, ſhall not fail to be reckoned 
in © the kingdom of God,” 


Conſider, 
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Conſider, 

II. The authority with which the mi- 
niſtry of the goſpel ought to be diſchar- 
ged. But as of God, ſpeak we in 
« Chriſt.” 

The truth of the goſpel is inſeparable 
from the divine authority with which it 
is promulgated. But its divine authority 

mult be kept ſteadily in our view, if we 

ſhall either preach it with confidence or 
with fidelity, or if we {hall place any re- 
liance on the ſucceſs of our labours, 

It is not enough that we ſhall preach 
what appear to ourſelves to be uſeful 
truths, or truths which may have a ſalu- 
tary influence on. rhe condition of hu- 
man life. Although every advantage 
ought to be taken of the various depart- 
ments of human knowledge, and of the 
progreſſive obſervation and experience of 


mankind, to aſſiſt us in illuſtrating the 


doctrines or in enforcing the duties repre- 
ſented in the goſpel ; our fidelity requires 
us to confine the ſubſtance and the lead- 
ing objects of our miniſtrations to the doc- 
trine which we can affirm with confidence 
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_ to have come to us, and to the people, 
with the authority of the revelation of 
God. We muſt ſpeak as of God” all 
that which we ſpeak as the miniſters of 
Chriſt, | 

This idea 1s of equal importance to the 
fidelity and to the ſucceſs of our miniſtry, 
It is of the utmoſt importance to our 
fidelity, He who preaches for Chriſtian 
doctrine that which he does not find in 
the goſpel, that which he himſelf believes 
to be rather the wiſdom of men than 
& the counſel of God;” or who mixes 
with the doctrines of Chriſt that which 
he knows does not belong to-them ; or 
who deliberately ſtates bur partially either 
the doctrines or the duties which are 
plaialy found in the gofpel,—muſt be 
claſled with the many who corrupt the 
« word of God,” or with thoſe who 
« handle the word of God deceitfully ;” 
not with the men who claim the charac- 
ter of © the faithful ſtewards of the myſ- 
« teries of God.” He ſpeaks © in his 
« own name,” and not“ as of God ;” 
while his paſtoral fidelity required, that 

by 
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by adhering ſtedfaſtly, according to his 
beſt conviction, to“ the faith once de- 
„ hvered to the ſaints,” he thould have 
been able (like the apoſtle of the Gentiles) 
eto take to record” thoſe among whom 
he labours, “ that he is pure from the 
& blood of all men;” and that he is fo, 
becauſe “ he hath not ſpoken to them 
« the words which man's wiſdom teach- 
eth,“ but thoſe © which the Holy Ghoſt 


* hath taught us;” and becauſe “ he 


« hath not ſhunned to declare the whole 
“ counſel of God,” He who is not con- 
ſcious that it hath been at leaft his aim 
“ to ſpeak as of God,” or from the au- 
thority of God, all that which he hath 
| ſpoken in his miniſtry, cannot have much 
ſatisfaction in making this appeal either 
to other men or to his own mind. 

On the other hand, a man who hath 
the comfort to think, that it hath been 


the humble endeavour of his life to 


preach without reſerve, and according 
to his moſt deliberate judgment to preach 
with purity, the doctrines and the duties 
which he believes to have the ſanction of 
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© 
divine authority, whatever his talents or 
his eſteem with the world may be, hath 


the teſtimony of his own mind, © that 


e he hath pleaſed God,” and ſhall ſeldom 
indeed be without the ſatisfaction of per- 
ceiving the fruit of his labours. 

The idea which I am illuſtrating, is of 
as much importance to the ſucceſs as to 
the fidelity of our paſtoral functions. We 
have a right to think with confidence of 


the efficacy of doctrines which we preach, 


from a full perſuaſion that they. have the 
ſanction and authority of God. If they 
are what we believe them, we are certain, 
not only that they are adapted to the con- 
ditions of men, and to the ends for which 


they are promulgated, but that the in- 


fluence of Heaven accompanies them, and 


that thereforg they are not preached in 


vain, Whatever our talents are, we rely 
on the energy which we refer to God, 
and do not ſoon deſpair of the ſucceſs 
which he hath taught us to expect. We 
are not entitled to attach the ſame de- 
gree of confidence or of expectation to 
any other ſubject or form of public in- 

ſtruction, 


1 


ſtruction, although it ſhould be ſupport- 
ed by the greateſt efforts of the human 
underſtanding, of human talents, or of 
human eloquence. Other doctrines have 
their uſe within their natural ſphere, and 
perhaps beyond their ſphere their admi- 
rers for a time, till they ſhall give place 
to ſome other human invention more or 
leſs important. But we can have no room 
to expect that any thing promulgated as 
Chriſtian doctrine, whether relating to 
opinions or to manners, {hall be ſealed 
by the energy aſcribed to the goſpel, un- 
leſs we ſhall believe that it has indeed the 
authority of the revelation of God, It 
is the Spirit that quickeneth, faith our 
« Lord; the fleſh profiteth nothing ; The 
* words which 1 ſpeak unto you, they are 
« ſpirit and they are life.” 

It is 1impoſhble not to admit, that the 
influence of Chriſtianity on the condition 
of the world hath been far greater and 
more permanent than the effect of any 
other doctrine which hath ever been re- 
ceived among mankind. At the ſame tirae 
that, to thoſe who have heartily embra- 
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ced it, it hath uniformly proved itſelf to 
be © the wiſdom of God, and the power 
« of God,” it hath produced a general 
change on the character and on the in- 
ſtitutions of nations. It hath reached 
the general manners even of thoſe who 
have not been converted, by means of 
the viſible energy by which it hath in all 
ſituations effected the ſanctification of 
thoſe © who have believed, to the ſa- 
« ving of their ſouls,” and by means of 
their influence on the condition of hu- 
man life, s 
On the other hand, it cannot be de- 
nied, that the progreſs of the goſpel hath 
been uniformly diminiſhed and obſtruct- 
ed, by the variety of human inventions 
which men of worldly paſſions have at- 
tempred to graft on it. Admitting its 
influence to be what it is, this fact ought 
to demonſtrate the folly of expecting the 


ſucceſs promiſed to the goſpel from that 


which hath more relation to the wiſdom 
of men than to the revelation of Hea- 
ven, the folly of believing, that any de- 
gree of human ingenuity or {kill can have 
the 


— 


1 


the energy or the effect of the ſimple 
truths of God. Though a form of pu- 


blic inſtruction but very remotely allied 


to the ſubſtance of Chriſtianity, may cer- 
tainly for a time gain the attention of indi- 
viduals, and, in particular ſituations, even 
of conſiderable bodies of men, nothing 
hath ever produced a degree of viſible or 
permanent influence on the great maſs of 


the people, equal to the effect of the pure 


undiſguiſed doctrine promulgated by the 
apoſtles the doctrine of ſalvation by the 
croſs of Chriſt. The preaching of the 
« croſs was to the Jews a ſtumbling- block, 
„ and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs ;” but 
* after that the world by wiſdom knew 
„ not God, it pleaſed God, by the fool- 
* 1{hneſs of preaching, to ſave them that 
« believe.” And though men have, in 
every age, attempted to become © wiſe 
« above what is written, every fact 
which can be found in the hiſtory of the 
Chriſtian Church ſerves to illuſtrate the 
apoſtolical affirmation, thac “ the fooliſh- 
** neſs of God is wiſer than men, aud 
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« that the weakneſs of God is ſtronger 
« than men.“ 

It cannot be uſeleſs to a miniſter of the 
goſpel to try his miniſtrations by the rule 
which I have now ſtated; by the autho- 
rity which he deliberately affixes to the 
doctrines which he preaches as the gof- 
pel of Chriſt; and by the confidence 
which his perſuaſion of their authority 
gives him in their efficacy. It cannot be 
uſeleſs to put the following queſtions calm- 
ly and frequently to his own mind. Am 
I conſcious that it is at leaſt the endea- 
vour of my lite, that. I ſhall preach no- 
thing of which I do not believe the ſub- 
ſtance to have the direct ſanction and au- 
thority of the revelativun of God; and 
that I ſhall in no inſtance deliberately 
keep back any thing which [I believe to 
have that authority, “ profitable for doc- 
« trine, or for reproof, or for inſtruc- 
« tion?” Do ] feel that I look for the 
ſucceſs of my labours, and for all the ef- 
ficacy which can belong to them, not to 
my own talents or exertions, but to the 
authority of the doctrine which “ I ſpeak 

66 as 


(0 
« as of God,” and to the bleſſing which 
the Spirit of Chriſt affixes to © the word 
& of life, and to © the word of life” 
alone ? „„ 

However far we may individually think 
ourſelves from the ſtandard to which theſe 
queſtions would direct us, we {hall re- 
ceive a ſenſible advantage from conſider- 
ing them; and muſt be conſcious, that he 
who can anſwer them in any degree to 
the ſatisfaction of his own mind, hath 
good reaſons to believe that the ends of 
his miniſtry ſhall not be loſt, © Our 
“ goſpel,” ſaith the apoſtle, © came to you 
“ not in word only, but alſo in power, 
e and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much 
« aſſurance.“ 


Conſider, 


III. The conſcientious awe with which 
the miniſtry of the goſpel ought to be tul- 
filled. We ſpeak in the ſight of God.“ 
There is nothing which hath a more 
certain tendency to deſtroy both our ſatis- 
factions and our uſefulneſs, than the in- 
fluence of motives which have no relation 
C 2 | to 
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to the ends of our miniſtry. It is the 
intention of Providence that we ſhould 
feel the influence of interior conſidera- 
tions, as long as they are kept in due 
ſubordination to the great circumſtances 
which ought to determine our conduct, 
and to regulate our paſtoral functions. 
But it is obvious, that if we ſhall allow 
the chief influence to motives which re— 
late more to our private gratifications 
than to our uſefulneſs as miniſters, they 
muſt, in all ſituations, have a direct ten- 
dency to deſtroy our fidelity, and to di- 
vert our miniſtrations from their proper 
ends. er 
The conſcientious awe which this text 
affixes to the miniſtry of the goſpel, ſtands 
in oppoſition to the influence of every 
conſideration which can pervert our la- 
bours, by directing them to purpoſes dit- 
| ferent from thoſe for which alone they 
ought to be employed, the progreſs and 
efficacy of vital Chriſtianity in the world. 
« To ſpeak in the fight of God,” is to 
ſpeak with an habitual awe on our minds, 
leſt our talents and opportunities thould 
nor 
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not be ſufficiently exerted for the ends of 
our miniſtry ; leſt our uſefulneſs ſhould, 
in any degree, be obſtructed or leſſened, 
by means of our ignorance, or of our 
want of diligence, or of our want of ar- 
dour, or of our want of the true ſpirit 
which ought to animate our labours ; leſt 
we {ſhould in any inſtance allow the cen- 
ſures or the praiſe of men, the diſpleaſure 
or the approbation of the wiſe or of the 
multitude, our perſonal gratifications or 
our private advantage, to deter us from 
declaring, where we ought © to declare 
„ the whole counſel of God,” or to divert 


our miniſtrations into any channel dit- 


ferent from that which, in our dehberate 
judgment, leads directly to the ſanctifica- 
tion and ſalvation of the people. It is to 
ſpeak with a watchful guard on ourſelves, 
under the eye“ of God, who trieth our 
hearts, leſt, whilſt we profeſs to build 
on the foundation which he hath laid, 
“ Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, and 
« to-day, and for ever, we thould “ build 
„ on it wood, or hay, or ſtubble,” in 
place of © gold, and filver, and precious 

« ſtones ;” 
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&« ſtones ;” and leſt we ſhould, either by 


negligence or by deſign, mix any ching 


with our labours which cannot ſtand the 
telt when they ſhall at laſt be tried. it is 
to preſer ve on our hearts ſuch an awe of 
God, as ſhall determine us to be ſatisfied 
with nothing leſs than a deliberate con- 
viction, that it is at leait our ſettled aim 
and intention, according to the meaiure 


of our talents and opportunities, that our 


labours ſhall be faithfully and excluſively 
employed for the ends of our minittry— 
« for the teſtimony of Jeſus and of a 

“ good conſcience,” 

The obligation and the efficacy of this 
rule are unqueſtionable, how far ſoever 
the beſt of us are from adhering to it 
ſteadily. | 

It is impoſſible not to admit, that the awe 
of God, or the conſcientious impreſſion 
of the fidelity for which we muſt account 
to him, will go farther than all other con- 
ſiderations to baniſh from our labours as 
the miniſters of Chriſt, every thing that 
is careleſs, or ſelfiſh, or partial, or world- 


ly ; and will furniſh us with the moſt ef- 
| fectual 
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fectual means we can employ, to render 
our diligence and our miniſtrations both 
ardent and pure. He who only conſiders 
the view which may be taken by his fellow- 
creatures of the manner in which he diſ- 
charges his paſtoral functions, or the effects 
which they may produce on his private 
condition in this life, will not long pre- 
ſerve either the fidelity or the earneſtneſs 
of the Chriſtian miniſtry. On the other 
hand, thoſe who“ ſpeak in the ſight of 
« God,” or who ſtudy to derive the prin- 
ciple and the rule of their labours from 
their conſcientious awe of God, are raiſed 
above both the cenſures and the praiſe 
of men. They reach tne true ends of 
their functions, where greater talents than 
they poſſeis, guided by other impreſſions, 
are untucceſsful; and they will always 
have the comfort to think, that at leaſt 
they enter with ſincerity into the evange- 
lical views of paſtoral duty.“ We preach 
% not ourſelves,” ſaith the a oftle, “but 
« Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and ourſelves 
« your ſervants for jeſu 's ſake. Unto 
„ me, who am leſs than the leaſt of all 

„ ſaints, 
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ſaints, is this grace given, that I ſhould 
preach. among the Gentiles the un- 
ſearchable riches of Chriſt. We watch 
for your ſouls, as thoſe who know they 
ſhall give an account.” 
It would have a moſt important effect 
on the ſituation of any man who “ la- 
„ bours in word and doctrine,” if he 
were accuſtomed, as often as he exerciſes 
his miniſtry, to examine deliberately the 
ſtate of his own mind on this ſubject, and 
to put candidly to himſelf ſuch queſtions 
as theſe. Am I conſcious that my prepa- 
ration for the ſervice of this time hath 
been directed by a fincere and ardent de- 
fire to be uſeful in promoting the edifica- 
tion and ſalvation of the people © in the 
« ſight of God;” and that it hath been 
influenced by no perſonal or worldly 
- conſiderations inconſiſtent with theſe 
important ends? Am I truly convinced 
that, according to the meaſure of my ta- 
lents, that which I now give to them as 
religious inſtruction, is really calculated 
to anſwer the ſub{lntial ends of the 
Chriſtian miniſtry ; to enlighten, or to 
arouſe 
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arouſe them, to warn or to adinofiiſh 
them, to comfort or to confirm them ? Do 
J feel that I have ſuch an awe of God, as 
enables me to ſpeak to them with earneſt- 
neſs and affection; ſolicitous for nothing 
ſo much as that I may repreſent faithfully 
whatſoever I ſay to them; that I may be- 
come a ſucceſsful though an humble in- 
ſtrument of turning them from dark- 
«neſs unto light,” or © of building them 
e up in their moſt holy faith ;” that, 
„by manifeſtation of the truth, I may 
« commend myfelf to every man's con- 
“% ſcience in the fight of God?” And 
while I earneſtly admoniſh them of “ the 
« power of godlineſs,” and warn them 
that © the kingdom of God is righteouſ- 
e neſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
“ Ghoſt,” do I truly feel, and do I pray 
to God that I may feel more and more, 
my perſonal obligation to prove the ſin- 
cerity of my labours, in the fight of 
* God” and men, by the circumſpection, 
the purity, and the fidelity of my own 
life, © according to the grace which. is 
be siven me!“ 
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n 

To keep the ſtandard of duty conſtant- 
ly in view, while we are ſenſible that we 
have not reached it, and to labour ſted- 
faſtly, by watching and prayer, to come 
nearer to it every day, ſhall never be ac- 
counted a {mall attainment among faith- 
ful men. This temper of mind itſelf ſhall 
have a ſenſible effect on our miniſtrations. 
He is not © the leaft in the kingdom of 
« God,” whatever his reputation or his 
talents are, who can ſay from the ſinceri- 


ty of his mind, that he labours in the 


ſervice of the goſpel, © not as pleaſing 


« men, but God, who trieth our hearts.” 


Confider now, 
IV. The direct reference to Chriſt, © the 
„ author and finiſher of our faith, with 


which all the faithful miniſtry of the goſ- 


pel ought to be diſcharged. © In the 
« ſight of God ſpeak we in Chriſt.“ 
Every branch of Chriſtianity ought na- 
turally to lead us to its author. Whether we 
lay down the doctrines, the motives, or the 
duties of the goſpel, we muſt be conſcious 
of the intimate relation of our ſubject to 
4 Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, if we intend to lay them down as 
Chriſtian doctrines, as Chriſtian motives, 
or as Chriſtian duties. We may certainly 
repreſent many important truths and 
many ſtriking illuſtrations in a variety 
of lights, diſtinct from the ſubſtance of 
Chriſtianity; truths in themſelves uſe- 
ful and ſalutary to mankind, or duties of 
great effect on the preſent condition of 
the world; and may do this with ſingu- 
lar advantage to our miniſtry, when we 
explicitly connect them with the authority, 
the principles, the examples, or the doctrine 
of ſalvation, by which the goſpel hath per- 
fected our inſtruction with regard to them. 
But the ſame truths or duties laid down 
or enforced by the moſt enlightened phi- 
loſophy, independent of religion, or with- 
out any reference to Chriſt or the doc- 
trine promulgated by him, whatever their 
effects may be in other reſpects, can have 
no tendency to bring home vital Chriſ- 
tianity to the hearts of men, or to lead 
their minds to Chriſt, as * the author of 
« eternal ſalvation to all them who obey 
* him;” and therefore muſt, be foreign 
D 2 to 
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The doctrines of; Chriſtianity are, to 


thoſe who believe them, both the princi- 


ples of duty and the ſources of conſola- 


tion. But it is only as the doctrines of 


the Son of God for their ſalvation, that 
they either determine or ſupport them. 
The virtues of Chriſtianity derive their 
obligation from the authority, the doc- 
trines, the precepts, and the example of 
the Son of God. They are formed and 
perfected in the characters of men, 
<. through the ſanQification of the Spirit, 
% and the Helief of the truth.“ And they 
are the teſt of our relation to bim « who 
« gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 
e deem us from all iniquity, and purify 
% unto himſelf a peculiar People. zealous 
aof good works.“ 

The fidelity of the Chriſtian miniſtry 
certainly requires, that this view, both of 
the doctrines and of the duties of the goſ- 
pel, ſhall be faithfully and uniformly ad- 
hered to; and that in whatever light we 
Wal repreſent either the one or the other, 

both 
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beth ſhall be equally referred to him, 


whoſe goſpel “ is committed to our 


«.rruſt;” „ Chriſt, the wiſdom of God, 


ce and the power of God.“ 

The variety of lights in which the * 
pel repreſents him to our view, will be 
found to be, in one form or another, at- 
tached to almoſt every ſubject by which 
the Chriſtian miniſtry requires us either 
to inſtruct or to admoniſh the people. 
We are commanded to preach Chriſt, 
« the ſecond Adam,” who became a par- 
taker of our nature to deſtroy the effects 
of the tranſgreſſion of the firſt Adam” 
— Chriſt, who came down from Heaven, 
« to bring life and immortality to light,” 
and © to ſhew us plainly of the Father” — 
Chriſt, © who ſpake as never man ſpake,” 
and who taught us all the dutics of men 
with the authority of Gad—Chriſt, © ho- 
ly, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate 
from ſinners,” leaving us an example 
& that we might follow his ſteps''—Chriſt, 
« ſer forth to be a propitiation through 
„% faith in his blood,” „that we might 
* have redemption through his blood, 
.- 0 Ws 
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« the forgiveneſs of ſins, according to 
© the riches of his grace; and “ that 
« God might be juſt, and the juſtifier of 
% him who believeth in Jeſus” —Chriſt, 
i through the eternal Spirit offering him- 
« {elf without ſpot unto God,“ © that he 
*© might ſanctify the people with his own 
* blood,” and “ that they might be to 
« the praiſe of his glory —Chriſt, “re- 
« ceiving the promiſe of the Father,” that 
he might © give the Holy Spirit to them 


Who aſk him,” that “the fruits of the 


« Spirit” might be made“ manifeſt in 
«© our works, and that we might be 
« ſealed by him unto the day of redemp- 
« tion” — Chriſt, © raiſed up from the 
« dead, and receiving glory, that our 
er faith and hope might be in God“ 
Chriſt, “ the firſt fruits of them who 
« ſleep” —Chrift, © the reſurrection and 
« the life” —Chriſt, © exalted to the right 
hand of God,” having “ all things put 
e under him,” and “ all power committed 
«© to him in heaven and on earth“ 
Chriſt, „coming again the ſecond time, 
te without ſin, unto ſalvation” — Chriſt, 
$5 « the 
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&« the judge of the 1 and the dead” — 
Chriſt,“ delivering up the kingdom to the 
0e Father, « at the times of the reſtitu- 
« tion of all things,” © that God may be 
« all in all.” 
It will not be eaſy to imagine a ſub- 
ject, either of doctrinal or of practical in- 
ſtruction, which can naturally occur to 
us in the exerciſe of the Chriſtian miniſ- 
try, which ſhall not fall under one or | 
other of theſe heads, or one or other of the | 
many ſimilar views given us in the goſ- 
pel, of Chriſt © the author and finiſher of 
« our faith.“ And we muſt be ſtrictly 
bound by our fidelity to the miniſtry 
entruſted to us, © to ſpeak in Chriſt,” or 
in direct reference to him, all that which 
we ſpeak as the doctrine of the goſpel. I 
have already ſaid, that we are bound to 
take advantage of the various departments 
of human knowledge, and of the pro- 
greſſive experience of mankind, to aſſiſt 
us in illuſtrating and enforcing the truths 
and the duties of Chriſtianity. But, on 
the other hand, we are not permitted, in ö 
any inſtance, to forget, or to lead thofe ö 
who hear us to forget, that it is the Chri. 
tian f 
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tian miniſtry which we profeſs to exer- 
ciſe, or that it is the chief object of our 


labours to bring home to their hearts the 
doctrine of ſanctification and of ſalvation 


by Chriſt. 

It muſt be of importance to o every up⸗ 
right man who labours in word and 
« doctrine, to alk himſelf deliberately 
concerning the influence on his mind of 
this great rule of the Chriſtian miniſtry ; 
and frequently to put to himſelf ſuch queſ- 
tions as theſe.— Am I conſcious that it is 
my earneſt and habitual deſire, that the 


inſtructions which I miniſter to the peo- 


ple ſhall, in every inſtance, belong to the 
ſabſtance of the doctrines or of the du- 
ties of real Chriſtianity, as Chriſt himſelf 
and his apoſtles have taught them? Do 
I feriouſly aſk myſelf, while J addreſs 
* thoſe who hear me, whether that 
which I deliver to them is truly calcula- 
ted, according to my beſt judgment, to 
aſſiſt or to perſuade them * to live by the 


faith of the Son of God?” Am I con- 


ſcious that I labour in earneſt to convince 
them, that the doctrines and the admo- 
nitiom 
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| nitions which they receive by my mini- 
Airy, come to them directly from him in 
whoſe name the goſpel is promulgated for 


the. obedience of all nations. and that they 


are in every inſtance deſigned to be ſub- 


ſervient to their progreſs in holineſs, and 


to- their ſalvation by Chriſt? 

Every one of us may be ſenſible of the 
advantage of converſing in this manner 
coolly and diſpaſſionately with his own 
mind; and whilſt we do ſo, it is 1mpol- 
ſible not to feel, © that it is a ſmall thing 
to be judged by mens judgment, and 
« that not he who commendeth himſelf 
„is approved, but he whom the Lord 
© commendeth.“ 

I truſt I feel the importance of the ſub- 
ject to myſelf, and that I am not ignorant 
of the ſmall degree in which my own 
miniſtrations can bear to be tried by the 
rules which I have attempted to illuſtrate 
from this text, I am bound to conſider 


all the imperfection of my labours, and 


to bring home the doctrine to my own 


mind. © But the word of God is not 


bound.“ And theretore, though | am 
| E lenliole 
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ſenſible that T addreſs ſome of thoſe who 
are far better qualified than myſelf, both 
to explain and to exemplify the ſubje 1 
have conſidered, I find no apology requi- 
fire from this place, whilſt I have endea- 
voured, without reſerve or exaggeration, 
to repreſent - what appears to me to be 
truly the doctrine concerning the Chriſ- 
tian miniſtry, to which this text refers 

us,—the doctrine delivered by Chriſt and 
his apoſtles. | 

May God bring home to our hearts 
« the word of life,“ © in the demonſtra- 
tion of the Spirit, and of power ;” that 
whether we preach or receive it, it may 
have in us © the ſavour ot life unto lite,” 
and may be counted to us as faivation 


in the day ot the Lord,” AMEN. 
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CHARGE To Tus MINISTER, 


SIR, 

YOU are now ſolemnly ordained to the 
office of the holy miniſtry, and have re- 
ceived all the authority which our laws 
can give you, to diſpenſe the ordinances 
of the goſpel in the church of Chriſt; in 
this national church, and among the 
people of this congregation, I truſt you 
have received a greater authority than 
this, © an unction from the Holy One,” 
% whom God hath ſhed on us abundantly 
e through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour ;” 
and that “ the Spirit of the Lord God 
&« ſhall be upon you,” both to qualify and 
to enable you, with general advantage to 
the people, and with ſenſible comfort to 


your own mind, © to teſtify the goſpel 
«* of the grace of God,” ſo as to fulfil 


your miniſtry with a good conſcience be- 


fore God and men. 
: E 2 The 
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The forms and practice of this church 
5 require, that | ſhould now requeſt your 
attention to the duties of the office to 
which you have been ſolemnly ordain- 
ed and admitted. And I addreſs you 
on this ſubject with the more ſatisfac- 
tion to myſelf, that I have the moſt fa- 
vourable impreſſions of your general in- 
tentions, and am not without an affec- 
tionate ſolicitude for the ſucceſs of your 
miniſtrations. | 
Sir, You begin your labours with more 
than common advantages; placed by 
your private fortune in a ſituation which 
may render your mind eaſy with regard 
to the affairs of this world, which are fo 
extremely apt, by engroſſing our ſolici- 
tudes, to pervert our ardour ; received 
by the congregation among whom you 
are appointed to miniſter, with every 
expreſſion of reſpect and kindneſs ;— 
and having beſides the aſſiſtance and 
confidence of one who has for many 
years laboured among this people in the 
beſt duties of a man and of a miniſter, 
E with a fidelity and an earneſtaeſs on his 
| part, 


r * 


r rr 


1 

part, and with an acknowledged and diſ- 
tinguiſhed uſefulneſs among them, which 
have juſtly ſecured to him a very ſupe- 
rior degree of eſteem and reſpect, which 
TI pray God he may long be preſerved to 
confirm and enjoy. F 

I mention theſe circumſtances as ad- 
vantages, of which no inconſiderable uſe 
may be made in the commencement of 
your miniſtry, and which, I truſt, God 
ſhall ſanctify, along with every other fa— 
vourable circumſtance in your lot, to pro- 
mote both your paſtoral uſefulneſs and 
your private comfort. 

The firſt part of the ſervice has been 
employed in illuſtrating different views 
of paltoral duty; and if what I have 
now to ſuggeſt thall in any degree touch 
on the points which have been already 
conſidered, I truit you ſhall at leaſt think 
it may be uſeful to remember the prac— 
tical application of them. 

begin by reminding you of the im- 
portance of your private ſtudies both to 
your paſtoral uſefulneſs and fidelity. It 
is comparatively but a ſmall part of our 
Knowledge 
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knowledge which it is paſſible for us to 
receive in the courſe of our profeſſional 
education, The information on which 
we are chiefly to depend, 1s really to be 
acquired as we go on in life. It is to be 
acquired by habitual and perſevering in- 
duſtry, after we are engaged in our pro- 
feſſional duties. It is to be proved and 
corrected, as well as enlarged, by our 
growing obſervation and experience. 

It is of great importance to your pri- 
vate comfort, as well as to the uſeful- 
neſs and reſpect which you are to 
poſſeſs through life, that you ſhould 
keep this idea ſteadily in your mind. 
You will find many examples of men who 
were at firſt by no means inferior to their 
contemporaries, either in point of know- 
ledge or of talents, who have fallen far be- 
hind them as they have advanced in life, 
from no other cauſe than their total ne- 
glect of induſtry and ſtudy ; which hath 
left them preciſely in their original ſtate 
among their firſt companions, after they 
have come to live with enlightened men. 


They 
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They may not be ſenſible of their own 
degradation, and may not be willing to 
acknowledge the ſuperior attainments of 
their original aſſociates, while their talents 
are not worſe than they were at firſt. 
But they cannot command the advanta- 
ges of knowledge which they have not 


acquired, and they have altogether loſt | 


that by which other men become emi- 
nent—the effect of the gradual exertion 
and improvement of faculties originally 
good, | 
I remind you, Sir, of theſe facts, be- 
cauſe, at your age, they are of great im- 
portance; and becauſe you muſt have 
particular advantages for your private ſtu- 
dies, as long as you ſhall have only a part 
of the miniſtry of this charge. Do not 
allow ſmall circumſtances to interrupt or 
to obſtruct them. Accuſtom yourſelf to 
confider your induſtry and perſeverance 
in them as of the utmoſt importance to 
your uſefulneſs, and to your fidelity thro' 
lite. And I beſcech you, Sir, to watch 
and pray both againſt the indolence and 
the veriatility of nund, which, whatever 

appearances 
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appearances they aſſume before the world, 
are equally the grave of public eminence 
and of pri vate ſatisfaction. | 
. L obſerve next, that your private ſtu- 
dies ought to be chiefly directed to the 
ſubjects which are connected with your 
profeſſional charsQtlr, 

I do not man to ſay that you ought to 
deny your attention to any branch of 
literature or -knowledge to which your 
mind naturally turns. Every degree of 
information may be uſeful to us; and the 
more we ſhall know-of the liberal ſtudies 
for which we have any predilection, we 
ſhall be ſo much the more prepared to 
ſupport the character of reſpectable mi- 
niſters. But our faculties and our time 
are limited; and the ſtudies immediately 
connected with our profeſſional duties are 
certainly ſufficient to give full employ- 
ment to both. The ſtudies which are 
beſt calculated to aſſiſt you in your ha- 
bitual and earneſt preparation for the diſ- 
charge of your paſtoral functions, are un- 
queſtionably entitled to your firſt atten- 
tion, and ought to occupy the chief part 
23841 of 
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of your time. Whatſoever you perceive 


to have a tendency to enlarge your capa- 
city of diffuſing the knowledge, or of pro- 
moting the intereſts of practical religion, 
you ſhall always, I truſt, conſider as an 
important object to which you ng to 
apply your mind, 


But the application of your knowledge 
to the ends of your miniſtry is of more 
importance ſtill. A mix.iſter who has a 


full perſuaſion of the divine authority of 
the goſpel, will make it the ſtudy of his 
whole life, to underſtand thoroughly the 
great {ſyſtem of dodArines and duties 


which the goſpel contains. But it will 


be his chief concern, that he may un- 
fold that ſyſtem faithfully and impartially 
to the people committed to his charge ; 
that he ſhall with-hold or diſguiſe nothing 
which he knows it to contain ; that he 
{ſhall not preſume to alter or to add to it; 
and that there ſhall be no eſſential part, 
either of the doctrines or of the laws of 
Chriſt, which he ſhall nor fincerely en- 
deavour to explain, and to apply to the 
conditions of the people; fully perſua- 

F ded, 


1 — 
ere 8 


642) 
ded, that the counſels of Heaven faith- 


fully ſtated ſhall not fail to attain the 


ends for which they are promulgated, 
% and that the excellency of the power of 
e them ſhall appear to be of God.” © 1 
« am determined,” ſaid the apoſtle to the 
primitive church, © to know nothing a- 
„ mong you but Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
« crucified ;” “for I am not aſhamed of 
the goſpel of Chriſt ; for it is the power 
©. of God and the wiſdom of God unto 
“ ſalvation to every one that believeth ;” 
and © I have not ſhunned to declare the 
* whole counſel of God.” © Give atten- 
ee dance,” he ſaid to Timothy, © to read- 
“ing, to exhortation, to doctrine. Ne- 
“ glect not the gift that is in thee. Me- 
“ ditate on theſe things, give thy ſelf 
<« wholly to them, that thy profiting may 
% appear unto all.” 

I obſerve now, that an habitual and 
affectionate concern for the comfort and 
ſalvation of the people committed to us, 
w1ll lead us to ſtudy every circumſtance 
by means of which we can moſt effectual- 
ly adapt our labours to their particular 

characters 
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characters and ſituations. I ſay, an habi- 


tual concern for their ſalvation. Next to 


our fidelity to God, (which in every in- 


ſtance coincides with it), this ought to be 
the predominating principle of all our 
miniſtrations. If it is our firſt concern 
to be really uſeful to the people, we ſhall 
ſpare neither labour nor time to promote 
their edification. He who has no higher 
object than to acquit himſelf in public ſo 
as to eſcape reproach, eaſily attains what 
he aims at. But he ſcatters the moſt im- 
portant truths ſo unſkilfully, and with 
ſo little earneſtneſs or diſcrimination, that 
they have no laſting influence on the un- 
derſtandings, or on the conſciences of 
. thoſe who hear him. An affectionate 
concern for the preſent and the eternal 
happineſs of the people, by means of the 
ardour and of the habits which it pro- 
duces, tends both to give us a quick diſ- 


cernment of whatſoever their circumſtan- 


ces require, and to render us ſkilful in 
applying to them the conſiderations of 
religion which are moſt effectual to in- 
tereſt or perſuade them. And it is only 
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ded, that the counſels of Heaven faith- 


fully ſtated ſhall not fail to attain the 


ends for which they are promulgated, 
* and that the excellency of the power of 
« them ſhall appear to be of God.” 1 
« am determined,” ſaid the apoſtle to the 
primitive church, © to know nothing a- 
* mong you but Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
« crucified ;” “for I am not aſhamed of 
the goſpel of Chriſt ; for it is the power 
«of God and the wiſdom of God unto 
* ſalvation to every one that believet 
and © I have not ſhunned to declare the 
© whole counſel of God.“ Give atten- 
& dance,” he ſaid to Timothy, © to read- 
« ing, to exhortation, to doctrine. Ne- 
e glect not the gift that is in thee, Me- 
e ditate on theſe things, give thyſelf 
« wholly to them, that thy profiting may 
e appear unto all.” 

I obſerve now, that an habitual and 
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affectionate concern for the comfort and 


ſalvation of the people committed to us, 
will lead us to ſtudy every circumſtance 
by means of which we can moſt effectual- 
ly adapt our labours to their particular 

characters 
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characters and ſituations. I ſay, an habi- 


tual concern for their ſalvation. Next to 


our fidelity to God, (which in every in- 


ſtance coincides with it), this ought to be 
the predominating principle of all our 
miniſtrations. If it is our firſt concern 
to be really uſeful to the people, we ſhall 
ſpare neither labour nor time to promote 
their edification. He who has no higher 
object than to acquit himſelf in public ſo 
as to eſcape reproach, eaſily attains what 
he aims at. But he ſcatters the moſt im- 
portant truths ſo unſkilfully, and with 
ſo little earneſtneſs or diſcrimination, that 
they have no laſting influence on the un- 
derſtandings, or on the conſciences of 
thoſe who hear him. An affectionate 
concern for the preſent and the eternal 
happineſs of the people, by means of the 
ardour and of the habits which it pro- 
duces, tends both to give us a quick diſ- 
cernment of whatſoever their circumſtan- 
ces require, and to render us ſkilful in 
applying to them the conſiderations of 
religion which are moſt effectual to in- 
tereſt or perſuade them. And it is only 

3 hy 
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by the habitual influence of this principle 
that a man can ſteadily or uniformly pre- 
ſerve the character of a workman who 
« feedeth not to be aſhamed, who right- 
ly divideth the word of life,” 

I requeſt you, Sir, to obſerve beſides, 
that this principle is of all others the moſt 
effectual to defend us againſt the inordi- 
nate deſire to pleaſe men, and againſt the 
mean ſubſerviency to the caprices either 
of the higher or of the lower orders, which 
are equally fatal to the private comfort of 
a miniſter, and to his paſtoral fidelity. 
When we labour chiefly to gain reputa- 
tion to 6urſclves ; to recommend our ta- 
lents to reſpect; to gfatify the taſte which 
faſhion has eſtabliſhed ; or to pleaſe the 
unthinking multitude — when we are 
afraid to pronounce unpalatable truths, 
and are tempted to ſooth when it is our 
duty to wärn — when we palliate what 
we have not firmneſs to reprove, or con- 
ceal what we have nat tourage to unfold ; 
it is certain that our intentions are not 
pure, and we can have no reaſon ro ex- 
pet that we ſhall have much ſucceſs. We 
Yu may 
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may gain the immediate object which we 
purſue—the reputation of a day, or the 
praiſe of fools. But it is reſerved for 
men of another ſpirit to carry on the 
deſigns of the kingdom of God, and to 
promote the virtue and happineſs of men. 

On the other hand, if it is our firſt ſo- 
licitude to bring home the truths of the 
goſpel to the hearts of the people, we 
ſhall ſoon learn to ſubdue the inordinate 
defire to pleaſe. Though the public ap- 
probation is not to be deſpiſed, in as far 
as 1t 18 ſubſervient to our paſtoral uſeful- 
neſs, we ſhall not permit the deſire: of it 
to dwell on our minds, to 'become the 
ſource of our earneſtneſs, or to be in any 
degree the meaſure of our labours. It 
ought to be conſtantly on the mind of 
an upright miniſter, how he ſhall beſt 
ſpeak to the conviction of his hearers— 
by what means he ſhall moſt effectually 
reach the conſciences of the hardened, or 
ſtrengthen the feeble-minded, or aſſiſt the 
faithful, or employ, in their full extent, 
the opportunities given him of ſubſtantial 
uſefulneſs. He who lives in theſe habits, 
9 | —who 
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ſuaſion of the ſolemn account which he 


( 46 ) 


—who ſupports them by prayer and 
watchfulneſs, —and who has a ſtrong per- 


ſhall give of his labours to © the great 
« Shepherd of the ſheep,” cannot be in 
much danger of being ſeduced from his 
fidelity, either by the faſhion which pre- 
vails, or by the fear of the people. Eve- 
ry thing which his private intereſt, or 
his vanity, can ſuggeſt to him, will weigh 
light in the ſcale, when oppoſed to this 
one conſideration, ** That he who con- 
« verteth the ſinner from the error of 
„ his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, 
« and ſhall hide a multitude of fins,” 
« If I yet pleaſed men,” ſaith the apoſtle, 
* I ſhould not be the ſervant of Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” „We ſpeak before God in 
« Chriſt, and do all things for your edi- 
r 

Allow me, Sir, now to add, that if the 
intereſts of pure religion are the objects 
of our firſt ſolicitude, we ſhall be as much 
in earneſt © to hold forth the word of 
« life” in our perſonal conduct, as in our 
paſtoral functions to feel the influence 


of 
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of the doctrines which we preach to other 
men — to become examples to the be- 
„ levers” in every good work — in 
things indifferent, to be gentle to all men 
—1n matters of duty, to be firm to our 
purpoſe, equally above giving counte- 
nance to the follies of the lower orders, 
and to the pernicious or frivolous man- 
ners of the higher to bear the people 
conſtantly on our hearts—in our inter- 
courſe with them, to convince them that 
we are moſt earneſtly ſolicitous to be uſe- 
ful to them; that “it is our hearts de- 
« fire and prayer to God, that they may 
« be ſaved,” and that © it may be given 
« to us“ to diſcharge our duties among 
them with affection and ſincerity, . not 
te as lords over God's heritage, but as 
« examples to the flock.” 

It ſhall be happy for us indeed, if we 
ſhall be able to ſpend our lives in theſe 
habits. If the ſpirit of God ſhall go forth 
with our labours, we thall have many at 
laſt ro bear witneſs to them ; and even 
though the witdom of Heaven ſhould de- 
ny us much ot the ſucceſs which we are 

wo ſolicitous 
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ſolicitous to attain, we know that © our 
« labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, 


* and that in Gus time we ſhall un if 


« we faint not.” 
Sir, I ſhall not requeſt more of your at· 


tention; but ſhall conclude all that I have 


ſaid by addreſſing to you the apoſtle's ex- 
hortation to Timothy, Take heed to thy- 
« ſelf, and to thy doctrine; continue in 
* them: for in doing this, thou ſhalt both 
« fave thyſelt, and them who hear thee.” 

« I give you charge before God, and be- 
d fore Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick 
« and the dead, to keep this command- 
« ment withour ſpot,” till your miniſtry 
ſhall be fulfilled; and may the Holy 


Ghoſt himſelf reſt on your miniſtration, 


and ſanctify them, for the comfort of your 
oven mind, and for ſalvation to the people 
among whom you labour. 
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 EXHORTATION To Tne PEOPLE. 


I have now to ſay a few words to the 
people of this congregation. 

I congratulate you, my friends, on the 
introduction of another miniſter among 
you, with whom you have fo univerſally 
expreſſed your ſatisfaction. The advanta- 
ges which you have long cnjoyed under 
the miniſtry of Dr Johnſton, who ſo juſt- 
ly poſſeſſes your eſteem and confidence, 
mall, I truſt, be perpetuated by means 
of his labours who is now ſolemnly ad- 
mitted into the ſame charge. 

I allow myſelf to hope, that “ he comes 
te to you by the will of God,” and “ in 
« the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the goſ- 
« pel of peace.” He has a right to ex- 
pect that you ſhall receive him with kind- 
neſs and affection; and that whilſt he 
ſhall faithfully labour to inſtruct and to 
edify you © in the work of the Lord,” 
ye {hall continue to ſhow him the atten- 

8 tion 
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tion and reſpect due to a “ ſervant of the 
« moſt High God,” who is ſent © to ſhew 
« you the way of ſalvation.” Give him 
the encouragement which is due to his 
office. Accuſtom yourſelves to expect that 
he ſhall be uſeful rather than ſubſervient 
—that he ſhall] be more ſolicitous to edi- 
fy than to flatter you — that he ſhall 
e commend himſelf to your conſciences” 
rather than to your inclinations. Nothing 
that is not imperfect is to be expected 
from the beſt of us; and therefore ye 
muſt be prepared to give him not only 
your {upport, but your indulgence. 

It is his duty to preach the doctrines 
of the Son of God, with purity, ſimpli- 
city, and zeal, © not as pleaſing men, 
« but God, who trieth our hearts.“ It is 
your duty to receive his inſtructions with 
humility and reſpect, with candour and 
with confidence; not as the words of man, 
but as the truths of © the living God,” 
by which ye ſhall be judged at the laſt 
day. He 1s appointed to teach, to re- 
prove, to warn, and to exhort you, “ in 
„the name of the Lord:“ And it is 


your 


En 


your bufineſs to conſider, that of whatſo. 
ever he ſhall admoniſh you with regard to 
faith and doctrine, or with regard to du- 
ties and fans, and of whatſoever convic- 
tions either of tranſgreſſions or obliga- 
tions he ſhall be the inſtrument of awak- 
ening in your minds, a ſtrict and ſolemn 
account ſhall be required © before the 
judgment ſeat of Chriſt,” 

Let it be your chief concern to improve 
the advantage of his miniſtry, ſo as to be 
ſenſible of its tendency to promote the 
practical influence of the doctrines of 
Chrift—to render them more and more the 
ſources of your conſolations and of your 
hope—and to aſſiſt you in deriving from 


— 


them the principles of good conduct and 


of all fidelity. But do not neglect to pray 
for the continued energy of the Spirit of 
Chriſt to accompany his minittrations ; 
for without this, no external advantages 
and no degree of Fan fidelity can be 
effectual “ to guide your feet into the 
* way of peace.“ Pray with earneſtneſs 
and with fimplicity of heart, that © rhe 
* hand of the Lord may” be with him'' 


„ who 


oo 
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ee Who watches for your ſouls;“ that his 


bleſſed influence may go forth with his 
labours; and that every good impreſhion 
of doctrine or of duties Which ye 1:41! 
receive by means of his minfſtry, © my 
„be as a Hail faſtentd ina ſure place; 
ſo permarieny in its effects, tlic it ha! 
ch unted to tim as god ſervice, and na! 
be reckoned to you as yam in the day 
of the Lord.” 23 Ego: 
Now, may © the God of peace,” ” who 
„ill not Dorfdkecrthe work of his own 
. hands,” ſanctify the ſolemn ſervice ol 
this day, to promote the intereſts of © th. 
* kingdoms G God, the comfort of the 
faithful, the glory f Chriſt, and you! 


falracion. AMEN — N 2288 
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